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Events
News Release
Fred E. Wood, Ph.D., to be Inaugurated as Fifth Chancellor for the U of M Crookston on
Thursday, April 18, 2013
Ceremonies for the inauguration of Fred E. Wood, Ph.D., as the fifth chancellor for the 
University of Minnesota Crookston are scheduled for Thursday, April 18, 2013, in Kiehle Auditorium. The
ceremony will begin at 12:30 p.m. and a reception will follow at 2 p.m. in the Northern Lights Lounge in
the Sargeant Student Center. All faculty, staff, students, alumni, along with the public are invited to
attend the inauguration and reception as guests of the campus in celebration of this historic event.
At 10 a.m. that morning, everyone is invited to attend the dedication of Heritage Hall, the newest
residence hall on campus. Heritage Hall is located west of Centennial Hall and provides students with a
new style of suite living. Designed primarily for freshman and sophomores, the two bedroom suites,
with study room and private bathroom will provide a spacious living environment for four students. The
43,043 square foot, two-story building can house up to145 students in 35 two-bedroom suites furnished
with a study room and bathroom facilities--approximately 700 square feet per suite. 
Special guests on campus for the dedication and inauguration will include University of Minnesota
President Eric Kaler, Karen Kaler, and several members of the Board of Regents. 
An online guest book is available along with inauguration details at
www1.crk.umn.edu/events/inauguration. 
Background
Wood comes to the University of Minnesota after a 26-year career at the University of California, Davis, a public, land-grant,
research university within the University of California system. There, he served as vice chancellor of student affairs from 2007 to
2012, in addition to holding other leadership positions such as interim vice provost for undergraduate studies and associate dean
of the UC Davis College of Letters and Science in addition to concurrently serving as a tenured chemistry faculty member there.
He began his work as chancellor for the Crookston campus on July 2, 2012.
A first-generation college student, Chancellor Wood earned a B.S. in chemistry in 1980 and a Ph.D. in inorganic chemistry in 1984,
both from UC Davis. As chancellor, Wood will be the chief academic and executive officer for the Crookston campus, responsible
for leveraging its unique strengths in undergraduate education, applied research and public engagement within the broader
mission of the University of Minnesota. 
He has early ties to Minnesota and the Red River Valley. His mother was born in Crookston, and her family farmed in St. Vincent,
Minn. during her youth, so although he grew up in California, he says he felt connected to Crookston and Minnesota right from the
start. His wife, Mary, joins his excitement and enthusiasm for the Crookston campus and shares his connection to the campus,
community, and region. 
Today the University of Minnesota, Crookston delivers 27 bachelor's degree programs, 18 minors, and 39 concentrations on
campus--as well as 10 degrees online--in the areas of agriculture and natural resources; business; liberal arts and education; and
math, science and technology.  With an enrollment of 1,800 undergraduates from 25 countries and 40 states, the Crookston
campus offers a supportive, close-knit atmosphere that leads to a prestigious University of Minnesota degree.  "Small Campus. Big
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